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COOPERATIVECONNECTION
Guest Column
How Energy Use Changes 
with the Seasons  
A S  YO U  LO O K A R O U N D  YO U R  A S  YO U  LO O K A R O U N D  YO U R  home, you likely have more devices in your 
household that require more electricity than ever before. Our lives increasingly 
depend on electricity each day to function. As a member of Somerset Rural 
Electric Cooperative, you know how to conserve electricity to save money, but did 
you know that when you use electricity can be just as important as the amount 
you use.

Our regional transmission organization, PJM Interconnection LLC, monitors and 
identifies the five highest days of electric use. “High-five” hours will always occur 
June through September and will always be five separate days. During these months, 
we will make announcements during the expected high-five days asking members 
to reduce the amount of electricity used between the hours of 1 and 6 p.m. These 
announcements will air on local radio stations and WJAC-TV Channel 6. 

Throughout the day, energy use 
fluctuates based on consumer demand. 
In the morning, most people are starting 
to get ready for their day, and when they 
return home for the evening, they are 
cooking dinner, washing clothes, and 
watching TV. “Peak” hours are times 
when people in our community are 
using more electricity at the same time. 
In the summer, electricity use increases 
gradually throughout the day as outside 
temperatures increase rapidly, air conditioners are in use and pool pumps are on. 
The peak then drops when the sun and temperatures go down. 

By shifting energy use to hours when the demand is lower, also known as 
off-peak hours, we can conserve high-priced electricity and continue to provide 
quality service to our members. By conserving our electricity use, we can save the 
co-op money. Your co-op is working hard to keep you informed, and together we 
can make a difference!

Here are simple ways to shift energy use:
K   During the summer months, adjust your thermostat a couple of degrees 

higher during peak hours.
K   Close curtains and blinds to keep things cooler in your home.
K   Operate washers, dryers, dishwashers, stoves and other appliances in the 

early morning or evening.
K   Cook with an outdoor grill or a microwave oven.
K   Turn off any unnecessary lights.
K   Unplug devices from their outlets when not in use.
K   Run pool pumps at night.
K   Hang clothes on a clothesline instead of using the dryer. 

ABBY RETASSIE
SUMMER INTERN

BEAT THE PEAK:BEAT THE PEAK: Shifting energy use outside of peak 
hours can help reduce future energy costs.
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We owe these people money.
Can you help us find them?
T H E  F O L LO W I N G  I S  A L I ST T H E  F O L LO W I N G  I S  A L I ST of names of people who have 
unclaimed capital credits (money) waiting for them at 
the cooperative office. Their capital credits checks were 
returned by the post office as undeliverable. These checks 
were part of the capital credits retirement mailing in 
December 2022 for capital credits earned from a portion of 
1998 and 1999. 

The cooperative is seeking information about these 
people. If you have any information that may be helpful 
in locating the person, or their family if the person is 
deceased, please contact the Somerset REC business 
office by phone at 814-445-4106 or toll free 800-443-4255 
or e-mail service@somersetrec.com. 

SAMUEL J ACCIPITER
TARRS, PA
ACTION MINING INC
MEYERSDALE, PA
LORI ADANITSCH
INDIAN HEAD, PA
HOMER D ALLISON
COLUMBIA, MD
TIMOTHY ANDERSON
STOYSTOWN, PA
ANDY FAMILY PARTNERSHIP
ERIE, CO
ANGELA APPLEYARD
ROCKWOOD, PA
JOHN A ARNOLD
FRIENDSVILLE, MD
MARGUERIT E BAER
MEYERSDALE, PA
DANIEL H BAER
ROCKY FORD, CO
MRS CLARENCE BAKER
FAIRHOPE, PA
MELLON BANK
MONROEVILLE, PA
SEVEN BAR
PITTSBURGH, PA
E BARKMAN
DAVIDSVILLE, PA
WILLIAM BARNETT
CENTRAL CITY, PA
MARJORY J BARNICK
BOSWELL, PA
MICHAEL H BARTH
SOMERSET, PA
MITCHELL BAUERMASTER
SOMERSET, PA
DAVID J BAUR
EAST MCKEESPORT, PA
AMANDA BEAM
ROCKWOOD, PA
JAMES L BEAUMONT
BELLE VERNON, PA
JOHN BELLISSIMO JR
MONROEVILLE, PA
MARGARET BIGGERSTAFF
WEST NEWTON, PA
ROBERT E BISEL
SOMERSET, PA
MARLENE BITTINGER
CONFLUENCE, PA
CATHERINE M BITTINGER
SALISBURY, PA
H W BITTINGER
MEYERSDALE, PA
RAYMOND C BITTNER
MEYERSDALE, PA

MURRAY D BLACK
PITTSBURGH, PA
ROSELLA BLACK
WINDBER, PA
MICHAEL J BLOUGH
BOSWELL, PA
BOBBICO INC
JOHNSTOWN, PA
NAN BOREN
PITTSBURGH, PA
DANIEL R BOSSART
NANJEMOY, MD
MARY M BOYD
SCOTTDALE, PA
BONNIE F BRACKEN
EBENSBURG, PA
JOHN A BRANT
STATE COLLEGE, PA
ELIZABETH L BRASHEARS
MOUNT AIRY, MD
ROBERT BRASHEARS
FAIRHOPE, PA
THOMAS E BRICKER
FRIENDSVILLE, MD
VERONICA L BROWN
GARRETT, PA
KEN BROWNING
FAIRHOPE, PA
DAVID BROWNING
WASHINGTON, DC
ANNE E BRUNER
SUMTERVILLE, FL
WADE BRUNER
SOMERSET, PA
KEVIN L BRYANT
MEYERSDALE, PA
LAWRENCE L BURDICK
FRIENDSVILLE, MD
JOHN BURDOCK
FROSTBURG, MD
CHARLES BURKE
BOSWELL, PA
JAMES W BURKHOLDER
MEYERSDALE, PA
MICHAEL BURNSWORTH
MILL RUN, PA
PATRICK CAMPBELL
CANONSBURG, PA
JAMES T CARNAHAN
MILLSBORO, PA
STEPHEN M CARY
BROADVIEW HEIGHTS, OH
DIXIE L CHAPPELL
MECHANICSVILLE, VA
ANNA E CHARNEY
CLAIRTON, PA

ELAINE CHILDS
SOMERS POINT, NJ
ROBERT W CLEVENGER
AUSTIN, TX
SUSAN CODDINGTON
FRIENDSVILLE, MD
LEE J COLLEGE
ROCKWOOD, PA
DON CORBETT
FAIRLAWN, OH
ROBERT CRABILL
FRIENDSVILLE, MD
MARIE CRAIG
SOMERSET, PA
JADON J CRAMER
SOMERSET, PA
SIMON CRISSINGER
BALTIMORE, MD
FORREST J CUSTER
SOMERSET, PA
TONY E CUTTER
CHALFONT, PA
SHELLY DANTON
CENTRAL CITY, PA
JOSEPH DARBY
FRIEDENS, PA
JAMES DAVIDSON
HOPWOOD, PA
ROBERT DAVIS
FRIENDSVILLE, MD
DOROTHY DAY
RAVENNA, OH
DARLENE DEEN
CENTRAL CITY, PA
MICHAEL DELAMBO
MOUNT PLEASANT, SC
ANTHONY DIBUONO
JOHNSTOWN, PA
JEFFREY DIEHL
GREENSBURG, PA
WILLIAM DINATALE
VERONA, PA
HARRY DOLAN
PITTSBURGH, PA
CARISA DRABISH
DAYTONA BEACH, FL
WYLIE DRISCOLL
OOLTEWAH, TN
JOSEPH DUFFNER
PITTSBURGH, PA
KIMBERLY D DUKE
HUNTINGTON BEACH, CA
SYLVIA D DUNMEYER
MEYERSDALE, PA
DAVID DUNMEYER JR
MEYERSDALE, PA

RAYMOND R DUNMYER
FRIEDENS, PA
EMERSON DUNMYER
MEYERSDALE, PA
JAMES DUPONT
SOMERSET, PA
KEN DUPRE
CHAMPION, PA
GLENN E DURST
MEYERSDALE, PA
ROBIN DURSTINE
BOSWELL, PA
ELIZABETH D DYE
GRANTSVILLE, MD
ROGER J ECKER
CANONSBURG, PA
JAMES T EGLER
PITTSBURGH, PA
CHARLES FAIDLEY
MEYERSDALE, PA
HOMER J FARABAUGH
HARRISON CITY, PA
DEBORAH L FAULKNER
SOMERSET, PA
EDWARD W FERENCE
GREENSBURG, PA
GRACE L FIRESTONE
SOMERSET, PA
GEORGE E FIRMSTONE
MOUNT PLEASANT, PA
DONALD FISCUS
STOYSTOWN, PA
NANCY J FISHER
CENTRAL CITY, PA
ROBERT P FLANAGAN
LEESBURG, VA
ROBERT W FLECK
BARTO, PA
CHRISTINE FOLTZ
CENTRAL CITY, PA
CLIFFORD FORLINES
VERO BEACH, FL
DR DAVID C FRAME
ALLENTOWN, PA
BLAIN FRANTZ
FRIENDSVILLE, MD
DAVID FRAZEE
LAVALE, MD
WARD C FRAZEE
FORT ASHBY, WV
ROBERT FRIDAY
PITTSBURGH, PA
JOHN D FRY
MCMURRAY, PA
EDWARD FRYE
ELRAMA, PA
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ARTHUR FULGENZI
WINDBER, PA
JOHN FUNK
MARION CENTER, PA
G P U ENERGY
JOHNSTOWN, PA
BARRY GALLO
CONNELLSVILLE, PA
MARIE GARY
ROCKWOOD, PA
GARY GRIBBLE TRUCKING
ROCKWOOD, PA
ONA M GERHARDT
FRIEDENS, PA
RICHARD GLOSS
GLASSPORT, PA
JOHN T GLOTFELTY
PITTSBURGH, PA
PHILIP C GOETTMAN
MARS, PA
JOHN GOODWIN
JOHNSTOWN, PA
DAVID GORDON
WINDBER, PA
NANCY GORDON
WINDBER, PA
SUSAN GOTTO
FRIENDSVILLE, MD
IOLA GRANT
CHARLOTTE HALL, MD
GRETA J GUMBERT
ELIZABETH, PA
JOHN E GUNSALLUS
CENTRAL CITY, PA
JOAN GUTHRIE
PITTSBURGH, PA
VIRGINIA M HAER
GARRETT, PA
ROBERT W HAMOR
LANCASTER, PA
MARY H HAMPTON
RILLTON, PA
JOSH HARRIS
BEDFORD, PA
GEORGE W HART JR
SOMERSET, PA
TODD C HAUGLAND
RALEIGH, NC
PAULA A HAUTZ
WINDBER, PA
JUSTIN HAYMAN
SOMERSET, PA
RONALD HELMICK
GRANTSVILLE, MD
MICHAEL HENDRICKSON
PITTSBURGH, PA
CALVIN O HENRY
ROCKWOOD, PA
MARJORIE HENRY
FRIEDENS, PA
JAMES HERMAN
MILL RUN, PA
MICHAEL D HIGGINS
PHOENIX, MD
JAY L HILLEGASS
BERLIN, PA
JAMES E HIMES
ARCADIA, FL
EDGAR E HOFFMAN
BELLE VERNON, PA
HOFFMAN MINING INC
FRIEDENS, PA
DEBORAH HOLSOPPLE
CHARLESTON, SC
TELFORD HOOVER
CONFLUENCE, PA

GRACE W HOPWOOD
VENETIA, PA
EDWARD L HORNER
JOHNSTOWN, PA
DALE R HOSTETLER
BERLIN, PA
MICHAEL HOTCHKISS
MEYERSDALE, PA
JACKI HOWARD
SALISBURY, PA
PAMELA J HOWARD-TRIPP
BURGETTSTOWN, PA
FRANCIS D HURNEY
PITTSBURGH, PA
ALBERT IANCONIS
MCMURRAY, PA
SUSAN IMGRUND
NEW PARIS, PA
MELISSA JAKAB
JOHNSTOWN, PA
ARTHUR P JEFFRIES
ROSCOE, PA
JENNIFER L JERIN
SOMERSET, PA
PHILIP R JOHNSON
GARRETT, PA
THOMAS R JONES
ORMOND BEACH, FL
STEVE JORDAN
ROCKWOOD, PA
ROBERT JOSEPH
COAL CENTER, PA
K & H DIE & MOLD INC
SOMERSET, PA
JAMES P KAISER
PITTSBURGH, PA
WANDA KAUFFMAN
MEYERSDALE, PA
IRVIN KAUFFMAN
PITTSBURGH, PA
ROBERT W JR KEEFE
LATROBE, PA
EDWARD KELLER
WINDBER, PA
REGINA KELLY
YOUNGSTOWN, PA
DONALD KERN JR
JOHNSTOWN, PA
MATILDA KIMMEL
SOMERSET, PA
RAY A KING
RIDGELEY, WV
JENNIE KLEJKA
SOMERSET, PA
MILDRED A KLINE
CENTRAL CITY, PA
DONALD E KLINE
CENTRAL CITY, PA
ROBERT D KLINK JR
ROCKWOOD, PA
HOWARD S KNOPSNYDER
SOMERSET, PA
JAMES D KNORR
PITTSBURGH, PA
RICHARD L KNUPP
SOMERSET, PA
JUDITH A KOVALCIK
BETHEL PARK, PA
MARION L KRALOVIC
PITTSBURGH, PA
HAROLD R KRAMER
SOMERSET, PA
MARK J KRIDLER
ALLISON PARK, PA
ANDREW J LACKEMACHER
DUNBAR, PA

FORREST U LAFFERTY
BUFFALO MILLS, PA
LAUREL L LAIRD
NORTH VERSAILIES, PA
LEON LANCASTER
LONACONING, MD
NANCE D LANKE
KINGSTON, MA
ALBERT G LARSON
MCCONNELLSBURG, PA
JAMES W LAYTON JR
WINDBER, PA
MANDY L LENART
CENTRAL CITY, PA
ALICE I LESLIE
BERLIN, PA
CLAIR E LEWIS
CHERRYVILLE, NC
HENRY JR LOHRMANN
FRIENDSVILLE, MD
ROBERT LONG
SOMERSET, PA
MICHAEL LONG
BOSTON, PA
LORENA HUNTING & FISHING
PITTSBURGH, PA
THOMAS H MALIA
FAIRHOPE, PA
JEROLD MANGES
LIGONIER, PA
JOHN W MARKER
SOMERSET, PA
SCOTT MARKER
JOHNSTOWN, PA
JULES MARS
ABBEVILLE, SC
FLORENCE MARTIN
HOLLSOPPLE, PA
HERMAN MARTZ
MEYERSDALE, PA
LOIS MATHENA
SOMERSET, PA
RUTH A MATHIAS
ROCKWOOD, PA
GEORGE F MATTA II
MCKEESPORT, PA
JOSEPH A MATYASOVSKY
ELIZABETH, PA
LOUIS G MAURO
CONNELLSVILLE, PA
MELISSA M MAUST
SOMERSET, PA
JEAN MCCARTHY
PITTSBURGH, PA
RHONDA L MCCARTHY
CALIFORNIA, MD
RICHARD M MCCARTNEY
MONROEVILLE, PA
CHARLES H MCCLELLAN
LARGO, FL
FRIEDA MCCLEMENS
CENTRAL CITY, PA
LEO MCCLEMENS
CENTRAL CITY, PA
CHAD MCCLINTOCK
FORT HILL, PA
WENDALL MCCONNELL
BETHESDA, MD
LOU ANN MCCOY
BERLIN, PA
DONALD L MCFARLAND
SEA RANCH LAKES, FL
ROBERT J MCGIVERN II
PITCAIRN, PA
DONNA M MCGREW
DAYTON, OH

DARREN L MEHALL
JOHNSTOWN, PA
ALAN MENDEL
WHITEHOUSE, OH
DAVID MESSENGER
SOMERSET, PA
METRO FED FINANCIAL INCOR
CARNEGIE, PA
RALPH MEYERS III
HYNDMAN, PA
DR J E MICHAUD
POTTSTOWN, PA
RACHEL E MILLER
STOYSTOWN, PA
JARED L MILLER
FRIEDENS, PA
KIMBERLY S MILLER
TAMPA, FL
CATHERINE MILLER
BOSWELL, PA
CASEY J MILLER
SOMERSET, PA
JANICE C MILLER
FAIRHOPE, PA
ANGELA B MILLER
SOMERSET, PA
ALEXANDER M MINNO
PITTSBURGH, PA
DAVID S MINSTERMAN
PITTSBURGH, PA
KATHY A MISHLER
SOMERSET, PA
DANIEL G MOCK
HOUSTON, PA
WILLIAM S MORRIS
WHITING, NJ
PETER MOSCO
LATROBE, PA
JOHN W MOSTOLLER JR
FRIEDENS, PA
HENRY MOTYCKI
CHARLEROI, PA
EDWARD J MOTYCKI
MONONGAHELA, PA
LOUIS MUNKACHY
PITTSBURGH, PA
P C MYERS
JOHNSTOWN, PA
DEBORAH MYLER
FRIENDSVILLE, MD
WALTER L NEARHOOF JR
STATE COLLEGE, PA
MELVIN D NEFF
CANTON, OH
RICHARD NEWCOMER
SLIPPERY ROCK, PA
DON NEWMAN 
SOMERSET, PA
HELEN NICHOLSON 
DELAND, FL
CHARLES NICHOLSON 
MARKLETON, PA
JOHN R NICKELSON 
CONFLUENCE, PA
JAMES F NOLAN 
YORK, PA
BEVERLYN NORMAN 
SCOTTSDALE, PA
ELWOOD NORRIS 
FAIRHOPE, PA
NORTH WIND MGT SERVICE
NEW FLORENCE, PA
LAWRENCE NOVOTNEY 
MARKLETON, PA
RAYMOND NOVOTNY 
PLEASANT UNITY, PA
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JAMES OGLINE 
FRIEDENS, PA
CARL H ORNER 
FORT MYERS, FL
MATTHEW OWENS 
ROCKWOOD, PA
JOHN PARTILLA 
DENVER, CO
HARVEY L PECK 
MEYERSDALE, PA
KIPP T PENROD 
CAMP HILL, PA
HAROLD D PENROD SR 
MEYERSDALE, PA
JAMES PHILLIPPI 
BOSWELL, PA
GARY M PHILLIPPI 
ROCKWOOD, PA
JOHN E PHILLIPPI 
ROCKWOOD, PA
BRIAN L PHILLIPPI 
ROCKWOOD, PA
DIANE PIOT 
CHARLEROI, PA
ZELMA R PLETCHER 
ROCKWOOD, PA
FRANK M POPOVICH 
JOHNSTOWN, PA
BRIAN E PORTER 
MEYERSDALE, PA
EDITH PORTER 
MEYERSDALE, PA
ROGER PORTERFIELD 
BERLIN, PA
WILLIAM PRITCHARD 
SOMERSET, PA
DENNIS A PRITTS 
CROSSVILLE, TN
JASON B PRITTS 
BOSWELL, PA
RICHARD PUGH 
PACE, FL
DONALD PURBAUGH 
ROCKWOOD, PA
BRENDA J PURVIS-SHANK 
CENTRAL CITY, PA
DAVID RADOSEVICH 
PITTSBURGH, PA
JACK RAUBAUGH 
CONNELLSVILLE, PA
DAVID A REBAR JR 
WHITNEY, PA
ROGER REED 
MARTINSBURG, WV
HERBERT H REICH 
PITTSBURGH, PA
PATRICIA M RIEP 
SELBYVILLE, DE
RYAN RIGGS 
BOSWELL, PA
DAVID RINGER 
HOOVERSVILLE, PA
W A RITCHEY
PITTSBURGH, PA
ROBERT W RITCHEY 
FAIRHOPE, PA
SANDRA RIZER 
MEYERSDALE, PA
IRVIN ROADMAN 
MILL RUN, PA
G THOMAS ROBERTS 
ROCKWOOD, PA
MARK A ROBERTSON SR 
FRIENDSVILLE, MD
HELEN ROBSON 
WINDBER, PA

REBECCA RODOCK 
NEW STANTON, PA
ROBERT J ROHDE 
HOLLSOPPLE, PA
LOUISE ROMESBURG 
SOMERS POINT, NJ
BILLIE JO RONZIO 
DAWSON, PA
SHIRLEY J ROSE 
SOMERSET, PA
RICHARD I ROTH SR 
MOUNT PLEASANT, PA
KEVIN ROWLES 
JACKSONVILLE, NC
GREG J RUSHTON 
DAWSON, PA
THOMAS H RUSSELL 
CENTRAL CITY, PA
WILLIAM RYAN HOWEY 
IN THE HILLS, FL
ALBERT SALOOM 
CONNELLSVILLE, PA
MERLE B SANNER 
ROCKWOOD, PA
STEVEN SANTAMARIA 
MOUNT PLEASANT, PA
FRANK R SANTILLI 
CHURCHVILLE, MD
CHELSEA F SARGENT
CARNEGIE, PA
JOHN SASS JR 
FRANKLIN, PA
SHAWN R SAYLOR 
ROCKWOOD, PA
STEPHEN SAYLOR 
ROCKWOOD, PA
ARCHIE T SCAIFE 
HOOVERSVILLE, PA
ERIC SCHAFER 
MEYERSDALE, PA
CHARLES K SCHELL 
ADDISON, PA
ALLAN D SCHMUCK 
SCOTTSDALE, VA
LINDA SCHMUCK 
SOMERSET, PA
JERRY L SCHROCK 
HATFIELD, PA
QUENTIN SECHLER 
FORT HILL, PA
CHARLES SHAFFER 
SURFSIDE, SC
DIANNE M SHAGI 
MONROEVILLE, PA
CRAIG SHAULIS 
FRIEDENS, PA
EDWARD J SHAW SR 
CAIRNBROOK, PA
DORIS J SHEARER 
ROCKWOOD, PA
TERRY SHOBER 
CENTRAL CITY, PA
JOHN W SHULL JR 
LANCASTER, PA
LENA V SINES 
HANOVER, MD
CECIL J SINES 
FRIENDSVILLE, MD
MICHAEL D SINES 
MEYERSDALE, PA
TODD P SINGER 
WINDBER, PA
MICHAEL SLAYTON 
SALISBURY, PA
MICHAEL SLEASMAN 
SOMERSET, PA

ROGER L SMEAK 
ALTOONA, PA
CHRISTOPHER SMITH 
LAUGHLINTOWN, PA
KIM L SMITH 
ROCKWOOD, PA
DANIEL C SMITH 
VENETIA, PA
MORGAN N SMITH 
GLENVILLE, NY
BENJAMIN R SMITH II 
LOWER BURRELL, PA
JAMES I SMITH III 
MOUNT VERNON, OH
TERESA SNYDER 
SOMERSET, PA
TIMOTHY L SPANGLER 
SOUTH PITTSBURGH, TN
MRS CHARLES F SPANGLER 
JENNERSTOWN, PA
JACKIE L SPARKS 
GRAY, PA
STEPHANIE D SPEICHER 
CONFLUENCE, PA
CARRIE STANLEY 
BUNOLA, PA
ROGER D STANTON
BOSWELL, PA
LINDA J STANTON 
BOSWELL, PA
MARGARET S STEELE 
ROCKWOOD, PA
KENNETH STEINER 
WEST MIFFLIN, PA
ROBERT G STEVANUS 
HOLLSOPPLE, PA
BUFFY STOVER 
COVINGTON, VA
JAMES STRUCKOFF 
FRIEDENS, PA
MARK L SWOPE 
BOSWELL, PA
JOSEPH SZARKA 
MCKEESPORT, PA
J ANDREW TAMBELLINI 
NAPLES, FL
GEORGE E TANNEHILL 
SEWICKLEY, PA
GEORGE G TARRAZI 
PITTSBURGH, PA
ROBBIN K TATALIBA 
STOYSTOWN, PA
WILLIAM O TAYLOR 
SOMERSET, PA
JOHN R TINKEY 
SOMERSET, PA
SUSAN TRESSLER 
SOMERSET, PA
EDWIN L TREXLER JR 
JOHNSTOWN, PA
KEN TRUXAL 
MARKLETON, PA
LINDA J TUITE 
PITTSBURGH, PA
LOIS TURBAN 
WEST MIFFLIN, PA
JACK L TURBAN SR 
WEST MIFFLIN, PA
JOSEPH F UNDERWOOD EST 
ANNANDALE, VA
EVELYN J UPHOLD 
CUMBERLAND, MD
NICHOLAS UVA 
WHITING, NJ
GEORGE A VARGA 
THE VILLAGES, FL

JOHN JR VARNER 
NEWTON, NC
JOHN SR VARNER 
NEWTON, NC
VARNER’S AUTO SALVAGE 
NEWTON, NC
LORRAINE G VITCHOFF 
BROWNSVILLE, PA
JACKLYN WAGNER 
PITTSBURGH, PA
GALE A WALKER 
SOMERSET, PA
NEIL WALKER 
SOMERSET, PA
FRIEDA P WALKER 
SOMERSET, PA
WAYNE W WALLS 
HYNDMAN, PA
FRED/TIM/NANCY WARSHEL 
JOHNSTOWN, PA
BRUCE H WATSON 
MEYERSDALE, PA
LEE D WEBB 
BOSWELL, PA
PAUL D WEIMER
MEYERSDALE, PA
KATHY WEISS 
MURRYSVILLE, PA
WAYNE WHITING 
BIG POOL, MD
KENNETH P WICK 
WINTER SPRINGS, FL
LEAH F WILKINS 
MOON TOWNSHIP, PA
GREY I WILL 
NEW BALTIMORE, PA
ANNA M WILLIAMS 
BUTLER, PA
TARA WILT 
GARRETT, PA
CATHY WOLFE 
ACCIDENT, MD
CHRISTINA WOODS 
HORSE SHOE RUN, WV
FRED YAGULLI 
BRIDGEVILLE, PA
CHARLES W YEAGER 
MILL RUN, PA
WILLIAM YEZEK 
MOUNT PLEASANT, PA
PHILIP S YOUNG 
NAPLES, FL
RAYMOND E ZIMMERMAN 
ACME, PA
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Recapping Our 84th  
Annual Meeting
T H E  8 4 T H  S O M E R S E T R U R A L E L E CT R I C  T H E  8 4 T H  S O M E R S E T R U R A L E L E CT R I C  Cooperative (REC) 
Annual Meeting was held May 25 at the Somerset Area High 
School auditorium. It was the first in-person meeting since 
2019. The co-op had an exceptional turnout with more than 
600 attendees, including 433 registered members. 

Many members provided positive feedback about their 
satisfaction and experience by commenting, “We’re happy 
with REC service. REC has trained trustworthy employees, 
and we’re confident in REC and satisfied with the service!” 
and “We are blessed to be in the Somerset REC area. We 
appreciate all that you do!”

Upon arrival, members formed two lines for registration. 
Each registered member received a $20 bill credit. After 
registration, members proceeded to the cafeteria for 
refreshments and cookies, which led to 40 basket-raffle items 
and seven grand-prize items members could have a chance 
to win. When entering the auditorium, members received 
an annual report that included the 2023 director nominees, a 
financial report, scholarship recipient recognition, a member 
satisfaction survey and information about the SmartHub 
app, which is a convenient way to manage your Somerset 
REC account. Copies of the annual report are available upon 
request.

During the meeting, 10 of the 12 recipients of the $1,000 
Somerset REC scholarship were recognized. Steve Brame, 
Pennsylvania Rural Electric Association (PREA) and 
Allegheny Electric Cooperative, Inc. (Allegheny) president 
& CEO, was the guest speaker. There was no entertainment 
this year. 

As the meeting was ending, employees collected member 
satisfaction surveys as part of the cooperative’s effort to 
continuously improve its member service. Questions were 
aimed at member satisfaction and expectations, preferences 
on paying electric bills, what Somerset REC programs 
members participate in, preferences for an in-person or 
drive-thru annual meeting, social media engagement, and 
future use of text messaging. 

Re-elected directors were Russ Hillegas for District 2 
and Lowell L. Friedline for District 3, while Jason Huston 
claimed the director position in District 7 in a contested 
election. During the board reorganization meeting, 
the following officers were elected: C. Ben Waltermire, 
president; Jerry Engle, vice president; and Friedline, 
secretary/treasurer. Floyd Lehman, director of District 1, 
will replace Friedline on the Allegheny board. 

FUTURE EDUCATION:FUTURE EDUCATION: Somerset REC awarded $1,000 scholarships 
to 10 high school seniors at the annual meeting. These students plan 
to attend higher education in the fall with a variety of career paths. 
Students and their respective schools recognized are, from left: Will 
Latuch (Rockwood), Clara Hoover (Northern Garrett), Reagan Emory 
(Northern Garrett), Mia Rosman (Somerset), Ava Rhoads (North Star), 
Olivia Vaughn (homeschool), Abigail Barlow (Rockwood), Ava Hair 
(Turkeyfoot), Abygail Floyd (Rockwood), Alex Barclay (Rockwood). 
Missing from photo are Jennifer Countryman (Berlin) and Lilianna Hug 
(homeschool). 

GRAND PRIZE WINNER:GRAND PRIZE WINNER: Randy and Jenna Harrold and their 
daughters, Parker and Emersyn, were the recipients of the $50 electric 
bill credit during the grand prize drawing at the annual meeting. 

DEMOCRATICALLY CONTROLLED:DEMOCRATICALLY CONTROLLED: PREA/Allegheny President & CEO 
Steve Brame, left, and Somerset REC General Manager Rus Ogburn, 
right, congratulate members elected to the cooperative board of 
directors. Directors are, from left: board Secretary/Treasurer Lowell 
Friedline, Jason Huston and Russ Hillegas.
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